Dr. Allen Thomson exhibited a specimen of spontaneous obliteration of both axillary arteries. In introducing the preparation to the notice of the Society, Dr. Thomson said that he regretted that he had scarcely any particulars to communicate in connection with the probable cause of the appearances. This was owing to the circumstance that the history of the case was only imperfectly known previous to the man's death, and that the condition of the parts was first brought under his notice in the dissecting room. In the course of the dissection, when considerably advanced, he perceived the abnormal condition of the arteries, and directed a careful examination to be instituted, which resulted in the observation, that for about two inches in each axillary artery there was a total obliteration. That the condition had existed for a number of years was obvious from the great enlargement of the vessels providing for the collateral circulation. The current of blood from the upper to the lower part of the axillary arteries seemed to have been carried almost entirely through the anastomosis between the suprascapular and the subscapular arteries over the dorsum of the scapula. The chief interest of the specimen consisted in the remarkable illustration it afforded of collateral circulation through the enlargement of the natural anastomosing vessels.
With regard to the cause of the closure, he was not in a position to give any reliable information. The body was that of a man who died in the Town's Hospital, and Dr. Robertson, the medical officer of that institution, had kindly given him all the particulars of his history which could be learned, but these were, unfortunately, very meagre. The man was 47 years of age, and had been admitted into the hospital only a short time before his death. His illness had commenced suddenly about six months before he died, and he became much worse about four weeks prior to that event.
The feet and legs were (edematous ; the urine was scanty, and loaded with urates and spermatozowa. There was no indication during his illness of any loss of power in his arms, nor, in fact, any unnatural or unusual appearance there; and, when admitted, it would appear he could walk well enough, though he was weak and easily exhausted.
It was natural to suppose that the wearing of crutches at some time or other might by pressure have produced the state of the arteries under consideration ; but there was nothing in the history of the case rendering it certain that he had done so, or had received any other injury in the arm-pits. Dr. Lyon said that, in his experience, tracheotomy had been very unsuccessful. He believed also that to perform it indiscriminately was a practice opposed to sound pathology, as it had been proved by experience that the morbid product frequently descended into the trachea. He had operated eight or ten times altogether, the operation in each case being followed by considerable relief to the sufferers, but they had all died from the local effects and the general disease. Dr 
